Pro Bono Corner

Pro-Bono Week

The Pro Bono Week Kickoff Celebration was October 19th and was a wonderful affair. We had the pleasure of the Hon. Jonathan Lippman and a great panel of Judges who fielded questions and comments from the audience. 
An information table in the concourse of the Empire State Plaza was busy all week long sharing legal services information with many people. People stopped by to talk about pro bono services and to take information pamphlets and brochures.

Hurricane Irene Victims still need your help!
The Albany County Bar Association will be taking calls from victims of Hurricane Irene and contacting attorneys from our list of volunteers to assist these people. When the call first went out for attorney volunteers many of you stepped forward and joined with New York State Trial Lawyers Cares Inc. We wondered in the beginning why, with so many victims, only a small percentage was requesting help. We now realize it is because it took a while for the initial shock to wear off. People are asking for help with insurance, mortgage, loans, bankruptcy and a vast number of other problems they are still having. Often they just want to talk to an attorney to see if they have any options before accepting what has been offered to them. Winter is coming and many people need your help NOW more than ever. If you are still willing to help the flood victims please contact Eileen Guinan either by phone, 518-446-7691 x 13, or email, eguinan@albanycountybar.com.  
Wills for Heroes

ACBA is honored to collaborate with Legal Aid Society of Northeastern New York and the Law Firm of Hiscock and Barclay in a program that will help our veterans prepare wills and other advanced directives.  The first clinic for this program will be November 9, 2011 with pro bono attorneys prepared to sit, one on one, with clients to prepare the documents. What a pleasure it will be to give back to the veterans that gave so much to us.

Attorney for the Day

The Attorney for the Day (AftD) celebrates its first successful year. So many people who would go unrepresented are having the opportunity to be heard with an attorney by their side. ACBA and LASNNY will be giving you another opportunity to become part of this program. On November 17, 2011 will be holding a Landlord/ Tenant Law CLE from 3:30- 7:00 PM in the Jurors Lounge of the Albany County Judicial Center. This program provides 2 hours of Skills and 1 hour of Ethics. Please join us, and we hope you choose to volunteer for the AftD program.
Thanks for all you do! My phone number is (518) 445-7691 x 13 and my email is eguinan@albanycountybar.com. If there is anything I can do or anything I need to know drop me a line. I look forward to meeting all of you.

A Message from Deb Collura an ACBA Volunteer

In New York, legal pro bono work is not mandatory, however each year,  thousands of New York  attorneys willingly devote their time, resources and zealous advocacy to provide free legal advice and services to those in need.

Since sitting for the July Bar, I have been volunteering with the ACBA and assisting in pro bono activities.  My colleagues and I have been working at the help desk at Family Court assisting petitioners with filling out forms and listening to their stories.  After each shift I realize the importance of volunteering.

Not only is it good for my own edification and feeling of self-worth while I look for permanent employment in this difficult job market, but also I believe I am truly helping people and I can see the results each time I volunteer.  
So I would encourage every attorney reading this newsletter to volunteer and provide pro bono services as often as feasibly possible. So remember to answer the call, and in this case, it will be from one of the wonderful women at the ACBA, Barbara, Rosemary or Eileen who is the coordinator of pro bono services for the ACBA.   It is a good reminder that making a difference by helping people is the reason many of us went to law school in the first place.  

